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Fantastique! Superbe!
Magnifique! French fleece feeble
Alhes at Flussgarten

Once again France can be justifiably proud of the military exploits of her forces
facing the barbarian hordes is darkest Saxony. Facing overwhelming odds of at
least four to one and without the help of the Emperor or the Imperial Guard the
army of Marshal Soult dealt a deadly blow to the allied forces around Leipzig.

Wiith only two cotps of infantry plus a reserm
drwision and a corps of cavalry less one dision
the sroall amgr of BMarshal Seult had been
giwven the task ofkeeping open the rnain bridge
ot the iver Tiefefluss, Unfortunately for the
alling Mamhal this meant spreading his forces
wrery thinlr over 2 wide are to cower all avalable
approaches to the bridge.

The reserwve diwision under General Idorand
took up postions in the town of Knptemestadt,
unfortunately their supporting artillery failed to
arrive which tueant they only had their rauskets
and bawonets to hold the town with, which
toakes their story ewen tnore cotapelling. Iiar
shal Sebastiand with 3nd cotps took up postion
ot the Lange Fante with his left flank fixed
upon the walled mansion of Gigroundshans. He
wras alsa supported by a reserme battery of artl
lery deployed in sotwe n-down deferwe es up o
the hill. IMarshal MacDonald’s 3vd corps had
the hardest area to defend holding the hne of
the hill of Der Alte Mavw, the town of Alder
hafen and with the forest of Grosse Grunewald
behind hira. His force was dependant on the
Clavalry divsions of General Eellemrnan keep-
g his retreat route open. Fellerrnan’s diwe
sions were spread southwards cowering the area
of the Wogelkirscheholz forest and in front of
the hill of Eopf des Monchs.
backed by twra Tesere batteries of amhllerr, one
up ot the hill and the second deployed in front
of Flussgarten. Both these batteries played a
prirre toll i stopping the emerny brealing
throngh to the bridze.

His force was

Thick taemning fog allowed the allied forces to
close up to the French positions negating a lot
of'the fire frova their arhllery. The first clash of
the day took place dowm soth when sotne
Prussian dragoons blundered inte sorae light
cavaly and provapthy routed, but at least the
allies wow had sorne wamming of what was m
front of thern. As the fog started to lift around
11 oclock the French could see voulbiple col

urans of allied cotps conwerging on their post
tions but not a raan fhnched.

fin Austrian infantry cotps dashed itself against
the isolated definders of Hupfemmestadt whe
roanaged to hold thern offl An Austrian cavalge
corps tried to extricate itself frora the tangle of
troops triing to avold defended areas and fomn
up in position facing 2nd cotps and all the artl
Lery 1 the area punished thern heasnly.

MMacDonald's corps faced the rmight of three
allied corps, Fussians, Austrians and Prassians
advancng on their postions, forbunately there
wasn't enough roorn for thern all to aHack st
rrmltaneonsh and as each attack came in it was
Just as gquicklr beaten back. The Prussian iw
fantry corps unable to assist m the assanlt m
the towm was forced firther south and cavoe
upon one of Felletrnan’s cavalne divisions and
superh shooting by the arhllery crews up on the
Fopf. Houth of the Wogelirscheholz a raajor
assanlt by Prassian cawvalnr was deweloping
which was spotted by Idarshal Sonlt up on the
Lange Fante and he ordered Fellerman to
remforee that position and also sent out runmne s
to find the heawyr cavalnr division as their help
was going to be needed to stern the tide of
troops pouring into the area.

Br 2 o’clock fierce fighting was taling place al
along the front and roiraculously all postions
were holding on, in fact the division at Fupfir
nestadt had launched a counter attack and had
thrown back the Austrian infantry corps facing
thern, but things were about to get worse. A
tiajor explosion on the Lange Fante destroyed
all the powder for the guns and a lone regiment
of fnstrian hussars had managed to owermm
the guns of 2nd cotps, this taeant that the fus
trian cavalty could now deploy wirtaally unep-
posed, it was tome for 2nd corps cavaley to do
their shaff.

O the far southern flank FKellemtuan’s 9th disne

ston were starbing to struggle under the pressum
of traops facing thern and eventuallr two of
their remirments gave way and & looked as if the
route to the bridge which was the rmam allied
objective was now open. Up stepped the 3nd
reserie artilleryr battery wha poured fire mts
the adwatcing Prussian cavalry, beat off 2 nore
ber of attacks and forced thern to pull back
This glorions defence gatwe just enough tirne for
the 10th heawr cawalny diwision to deploy hase
g just arrivred in tome.  Alderhafen was nowr a
sea offlatnes and the last troops frorn 3vd corps
were finally ewicted but at what cost e allied
casuatties 15 unbnown but ¢ renst hawe ran nho
rrany thousands.

Mowr was the crucial stage of the battle, the de
fenders of Fupfernestadt were now strugaling
to hold on with most battlions suffering rnore
than 0% casualties and fresh fustrian troops
advancng to attack. The defenders of Sz
roundshans had also been forced out of their
defences by the fire of two allied batteries blast
g the place to ruins, but stll 3nd cotps held
their ground.  Jrd corps were hawing to Te
adjust their posiion hawving been thrown off
Der Alte Wavn and out of Aldechatin but wowr
the fiery Tuins helped thern as the allies couldn’
get troops through the flarnes and the rernams
of the corps were starting to reforra. The final
nail in the coffin was the third reserie battenr
withstanding another attack by Bavarian caw
alry and a flank attack mto a tired Prusstan dv
wision which had just reached the field of battle
by French casmalry. The whole lot was swept
away it panic and took a Bavaran brigade
wnth it, even the Prossian guard lost their nerm
and huddled together in a shalen square. Crrer
the whole battlefield the French stubbornbr
clung outo their positions, they had ounly lest
the heights of Der Alte Mavn and Alderhafen
Unbeliewably Frewch infantry stll held out
Fupfernestadt and with night rapidly falling the
allies kuew it was all ower.




